Caiman.  Crinler  Atherstone. 
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Isolation  Hospital. 

68  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  during  1920— namely,  58  Diphtheria  and 
10  Sea;  let  Fever,  64  were  discharged  cured,  3 died,  and  one  remained  under  treatment  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

There  were,  in  addition  to  the  above,  6 Diphtheria  cases  and  4 Scarlet  Fever  cases  already 
in  hospital  at  the  begining  of  the  year,  making  78  treated  during  the  year. 

Infant  Welfare. 

There  are  three  centres  in  the  district,  namely,  one  each  at  Atherstone,  Dordon  and 
hlartshill.  Useful  work  is  done  at  these  centres.  Maternity  and  child  welfare  work  contribute  to 
an  appreciable  degree  to  the  reduction  of  infant  mortality,  in  that  it  affects  those  causes  of  death 
which  are  due  to  maternal  ignorance.  The  low  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  largely  due  to  the 
greatly  improved  economic  conditions  of  the  working  classes  during  recent  years. 

I am. 

Yours  truly, 

HY.  R.  FISHER,  M.B.  & B.C.  Cantab. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ATHERSTONE 


March  1921. 


To  the  Atherstone  Rui^aS  Distr'ict  Courtcih 


Cl  ENTLEMEN. 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1920. 

The  Atherstone  Rural  District  consists  of  eleven  parishes,  and  the  population  is  estimated, 
for  the  purpose  of  these  vital  statistics,  at  the  same  figures  as  last  year,  namely,  20,700.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  the  actual  population  is  above  this  figure. 

Total  Number.  Eate  per  1,000  Population, 


Births 

699 

. 

33’8 

Deaths 

238 

. 

11-49 

Infant  Deaths — under  i year,. 

50 

. 

71-4  per  1,000  births. 

The  deaths  include  36  of  persons  over  the  age  of  75  years  ; three  being  over  90  years 
old.  They  include  14  deaths  transferred  to  us^  from  other  districts. 
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deaths  were  due  to  Pneumonia,  Broncho-pneumonia,  and  Influenza. 

,,  ,,  ,,  „ Tuberculosis, 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  or  Whooping  Cough. 

„ „ „ ,,  Accident. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Suicide. 


The  death  rate  last  year  was  slightly  lower,  namely,  lO’pi.  This  year’s  rate,  however,  is 
still  low,  being  well  under  the  average  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  12-4.  If  we  are  right 
in  assuming  that  our  population  is  underestimated  at  20,700,  then  our  death  rate  is  actually  rather 
lower  than  ii’49. 

There  has  been  a great  increase  in  the  number  of  births.  In  1919  there  were  477  births; 
this  year  there  have  been  699.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  population  is  33'8,  as  against  23-04  for 
last  year. 

The  number  of  infants  which  died  under  the  age  of  i year  was  50,  against  38  for  last 
year  ; but  owing  to  the  much  larger  number  of  births,  the  death  rate  per  1,000  births  is  lower — 
namely,  71-4  for  1920,  as  against  79-6  for  1919.  The  corresponding  death-rate  for  England  and 
Wales  is  80. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified  were  as  follows 


Diphtheria 

58 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

Typhoid  Fever  .. 

I 

Erysipelas  . . . . 

14 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

5 

Tuberculous  disease 

41 

